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was never so powerful as in those early days. Countless
middle-aged men in comfortable positions felt with
relief that all the disturbing internationalism and
idealism of recent years would now end, and that we
could return to those happy pre-war days when the
masters of this world might " wallop their own niggers.*'
Secretly there was also some pleasure at administering
a snub to America which was felt to have landed us
with a League of Nations and then run away from it.
The United States had developed an unpleasant habit
of lecturing the world about international morality
while pointing out that we could all pay our debts to
her if we only behaved ourselves better and gave up our
armaments. Our Dominions, which later were to be
far ahead of the Mother Country in condemnation of
aggression, seem on this occasion to have accepted the
isolationist policy. The later developments of the affair
are little relevant to this book, though they confirmed
the impression which Signor Mussolini received of a
stage well set for his enterprise.

Events in Germany were equally encouraging to any-
one who was hoping to fish in troubled waters. Strese-
man had" died in 1929. Briining, 'the best Chancellor
since Bismarck,* had survived the difficult year 1931,
and might have maintained the Weimar constitution
if he had obtained from France and England the con-
cessions on disarmament which he had almost achieved
in that year. But England had changed her Government,
and though M. Herriot succeeded M. Tardieu in May of
1932 it was just too late. Bruning fell before the intrigues
of those two jackals, R5hm, the homo-sexual, and
General von Schleicher, one of the few characters in
history with a perfectly apt name. They were botlrta
be shot two years later, but not before they had pavegr